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PETITION TO ACCEPT UNAVOIDABLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF 
MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(b)) ^1- 



Docket Number (Optional) 



fcGElVEP 



Mail to: Mail Stop Petition 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria VA 22313-1450 
Fax: (571)273-8300 



OCT 1 7 2011 
OFFICE OF PETITION! 



NOTE: If information or assistance is needed in completing this form, please contact Petitions Information at 
(571)272-3282. 



Patent Number: 

Issue Date: 5~^?~OQ 



Application Number: 

Filing Date: 



A ^ 



CAUTION: 



Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify: (1) the patent 
number (or reissue patent number, if a reissue) and (2) the application number of the actual 
U.S. application (or reissue application) leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) 
is/are associated with the correct patent 37 CFR 1.366(c) and (d). 

Also complete the following information, if applicable: 

The above-identified patent: 

| | is a reissue of original Patent No. 

original application number 

original filing date 



original issue date 



| | resulted from the entry into the U.S. under 35 U.S.C. 371 of international application 
filed on . 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING OR TRANSMISSION (37 CFR 1.8(a)) 

I hereby certify that this paper (along with any paper referred to as being attached or enclosed) is 

(1) being deposited with the United States Postal Service on the date shown below with sufficient postage as first class 
mail in an envelope addressed to Mail Stop Petition, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313- 
1450 OR 

(2) transmitted by facsimile on the date shown below to the United States Patent and Trademark Office at (571) 273- 

Date 7 Signature 



l?prv)^ I x )A f d 

Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 
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This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.378(b). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.1 1 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 8 hours to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount 
of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Mail Stop Petition, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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1. SMALL ENTITY 

^E^T Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1 .27 

2. LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS 

I | Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g) 

3. MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1 .20(e)-(g)) 

The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition, unless it was paid earlier. 



NOT Small Entity 

Amount Fee (Code) 


Small Entity 

Amount Fee (Code) 


I I $ 3'/ 2 vrfee (1551) 
| | $ 7V&vrfee (1552) 
I I $ 1iy 2 yrfee (1553) 


I | $ 3 1 / 2 vrfee (2551) 
| | $ 13*40 7 1 / 2 vrfee (2552) 
I I S 2.055"l1 1 / 2 yrfee (2553) 



MAINTENANCE FEE BEING SUBMITTED $ ~~ 

4. SURCHARGE 

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1 .20(i)(1) of $ IPO (Fee Code 1557) must be paid as a 

condition of accepting unavoidably delayed payment of the maintenance fee. 

SURCHARGE FEE BEING SUBMITTED $ 



Pd on s/n/n - copies dtfadtfi 



5. MANNER OF PAYMENT 

Enclosed is a check for the sum of $ 

Please charge Deposit Account No. the sum of $ 

I Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached. 



6. AUTHORIZATION TO CHARGE ANY FEE DEFICIENCY 

j — j The Director is hereby authorized to charge any maintenance fee, surcharge or petition fee deficiency to 
Deposit Account No. . 
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7. OVERPAYMENT 

As to any overpayment made, please 

I I Credit to Deposit Account No. 

OR 

Send refund check 




WARNING: 

Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent application that may 
contribute to identity theft. Personal information such as social security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card 
numbers (other than a check or credit card authorization form PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by 
the USPTO to support a petition or an application. If this type of personal information is included in documents submitted to the 
USPTO, petitioners/applicants should consider redacting such personal information from the documents before submitting them 
to the USPTO. Petitioner/applicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of 
the application (unless a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application) or issuance of 
a patent. Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may also be available to the public if the application is 
referenced in a published application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization forms PTO- 
2038 submitted for payment purposes are not retained in the application file and therefore are not publicly available. 



8. SHOWING 



The enclosed statement will show that the delay in timely payment of the maintenance fee was unavoidable 
since reasonable care was taken to ensure that the maintenance fee would be paid timely and that this 
petition is being filed promptly after the patentee was notified of, or otherwise became aware of, the 
expiration of the patent. The statement must enumerate the steps taken to ensure timely payment of the 
maintenance fee, the date and the manner in which the patentee became aware of the expiration of the 
patent, and the steps taken to file the petition promptly. 

9. PETITIONER(S) REQUESTS THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE 
PATENT REINSTATED. 

""7 ^ifcjfiaiure(s) of Petitioner(s) Date 



po fox ami wc& f»<* l* /w aw-m-vtf 

7 Address Telephone Number 



Address 



ENCLOSURES: 

I I Maintenance Fee Payment 
\\s^C Statement why maintenance fee was not paid timely 
| | Surcharge under 37 CFR 1.20(i)(1) (fee for filing the maintenance fee petition) 

J3' <)ther: | Copies of ejects SubmrHed P'eUfousllj £>r maintenance. 

Surcharge s Qnd pefiisov\ -Col. 
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37 CFR 1.378(d) states: "Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent 
registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or 
other party in interest." 



(In the space below, please provide the showing of unavoidable delay recited in paragraph 8 above.) 





Date 



Type or printed name 



Registration Number, if applicable 



STATEMENT 




(Please attach additional sheets if additional space is needed) 
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STATEMENT FOR 37 CFR 1.378 (b) 




As requested by USPTO on August 19, 201 1, we are filing a renewed petition under 37 CFR 
1.378 (b). The patent expired after payment was not received by USPTO for the 2 nd 
maintenance fee. We sent Check #81940 (copy attached) to USPTO 's Pennsylvania Address 
for the 2 nd maintenance fee of $1,180 on October 10, 2007. We did not receive the check 
back nor did we get any kind of notification that the payment had not been received. 
Additionally, we did not receive notice that the patent was going to expire or that it had 
expired. Up until the 3 rd maintenance fee payment was sent in 201 1, we believed this patent 
was in good standing. 

On March 28, 2011, the 3 rd maintenance fee payment was mailed (Check#90953 copy 
attached) in the amount of $2,055. This check was originally mailed to the USPTO' s 
Pennsylvania address as well. However, we received this check back and re-mailed it 
immediately to the new address in Virginia. 

On April 13, 201 1 we received notice by USPTO that the patent had expired and the check 
was returned. We immediately began researching the issue and filed a timely response, 
which began with our letter dated May 17, 201 1 where we were told to file a petition. The 
petition was mailed on July 11, 2011. On August 19, 2011 in response to the July 11 
petition, we received a letter from the USPTO recommending that we file a renewed petition 
under 1.378 (b). 

All documents and past correspondence are attached that outlines all details. N In that 
documentation you will find that we mailed the payment timely for both the 2 nd and 3 rd 
maintenance fees due in 2007 and 2011 respectively. Additionally, upon researching the 
issue after being informed that the patent had expired, we found out that the correspondence 
address was incorrect on the patent and that is why we did not receive a notification of 
problems with the payments nor notification that the patent was going to expire. I can assure 
you that had we received any notification, we would have addressed the issue immediately. 
And finally, upon researching the original check mailed, while we were unable to validate 
the check within our system due to a software change, we were able to confirm that the 
USPTO did not cash the check as we have verified with the bank that the original check has 
not cleared the bank. 

We respectfully ask that you accept this renewed petition and revive the patent that expired. 
This patent is vital to our operation and our competitiveness in the marketplace. We believed 
this patent was in good standing and that is why the 3 rd maintenance fee payment was made 
as scheduled for the 1 1 X A year fee in 201 1. Upon first finding out there was a problem with 
the patent, we acted timely and made all necessary payments as requested along the way 
promptly as well. 

It is quite clear based on the information supplied, that the patent should be revived due to 
unavoidable circumstances. The payment was sent in a timely manner on October 10, 2007 
which is evidenced by the copy of the check mailed. Additionally, upon being informed that 
there was a problem with the patent on April 13, 201 1, we promptly contacted the USPTO 
beginning in May 2011, which resulted in a petition being filed on July 11, 2011. In 
response to our July 1 1, 201 1 petition, we received notification on August 19, 201 1 from the 
USPTO that we should file a petition under 37 CFR 1.378 (b). 



All payments required I think have been previously submitted. Along with our May 17, 
201 1 letter, we resubmitted as requested a check for the 2 nd maintenance fee (7 J4 year check 
#91289 attached). This was to replace the check not received by USPTO in October 2007. 
We were told to re-submit the check at the new rates for the 7 14 year maintenance fee. 
Additionally, we re-submitted check #91290 for the 3 rd maintenance fee due (11 54 year) as 
the previous check sent was returned. We also sent Check#91291 for the $700 surcharge. 
And finally, along with our July 11, 2011 petition, we sent Check #91639 for the $200 
petition fee. 

We sincerely appreciate your help on this matter and look forward to getting this issue 
resolved. If there is any additional information that I can help you with in considering this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact me. 




Renae Ward, Corporate Vice President 
Custom Printing II Ltd 



10039 

|p&> UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFK 



d«EA: P O06O08194O 
COMMENT: 



DATE: 10/10/2007 



^059140 



10/10/2007 



0000027856 



PATENT #6,059,140 - MAINT. FEE 



TOTALS: 



1,180.00 



1,180.00 



0.00 



0.00 



1,180.00 



1,180.00 



VENDOR: 10039 

REMIT TO UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFK 



fiWOICE^^ COMMENT 



CHECK: I 
COMMENT:' 



DATE: 



10/10/2007 



6059140 



10/10/2007 



0000027856 



PATENT #6,059,140 - MAINT. FEE 



** ; AMOUNT^^^^ 



1,180.00 



;,' TOTALS: ^-^^ 



1,180.00 



0.00 



0.00 



1,180.00 



,180.00 | 




Best Available Copy 

4914 UNITED STATES PATENT Date 03/29/11 Ch# 90953 

/Invdate Invoice # Invoice amt Deductions Discount Net invoice amt 

03/28/11 P# 6059140 2,055.00 0.00 2,055.00 



Totals Custom Printing II, Ltd. 



2,055.00 



0.00 



0.00 



2,055.00 



60.5914 . .UNITED STATES PARENT ; v > ; : . . ■ . Date 03/29/11 

Invdate IhyblceS \ - W -Irivdl^amt. Deductions 



Gh# 90953 

Discbunt 

,. . : 0,00 



Net invoice amt 
2,055.00 






S3 



{254)^939-9373 - 



TOTOE 

ORDER . • ; ; : 
0F UN if ED STATES PATENt 




Extraco Banks . 
PO ; Box.6101 
Tempie,TX 76503^101. 



90953 
eh # 9oS^ 119 



DATE 



0 3 2 9 2 0 1 1 



M M 



O Y 




$ "*"2,055.00 



m^m ox ^w ....... _ 

* PITTSBURG, PA 1 5250-1 6f 1* 



1# 



Q SECURITY FEATURES INCLUDED. DETAILS OH BACK 



Jl4 UNITED STATES PATEh§fe st Available Copy 
mi date Invoice # inuwire amt 

05/17/11 2007-MAINT I.S^r 



Invoice amt 

1,240.00 



Date 05/17/11 
Deductions 



Ch# 91289 

Discount 

0.00 



Net invoice amt 
1 ,240.00 





yCustbn^rinting^li Mdf^%; 



Extraco Banks 
PO Box 6101 
Temple, TX 76503-6101 



91289 

Ch# 91 28»i "9 



DATE 



0 5 1 7 2 0 1 1 

MM DDVYYY 



$ ***"1;"240.00 



TO THE . :' >. "'•' : '.- ; r-.vV"" 

order ' ■■ . • .^ r : ■ ^ : " . 

OF ' ; ^ 







date 

05/17/11 



4 UNITED STATES PATEN^, Avai|ab|e 
ite lhvoice # Invoice arm 

n s yr 



Invoice # 
2011-MAINT 



Date 05/17/11 
Deductions 



2,055:00 



Discount 

0.00 



Net invoice amt 
2,055.00 




,T (254)-939-9373 : ' 



Mi 



IK 



Ext raco Banks 
PO Box 6101 
Temple, TX 76503-6101 



91290 

Ch# 91289"ii9 



DATE 



0 5 1 7 2 0 1 1 

MMODYYYY 



$ "*"2,055.00 



•TO.THE 
ORDER 

.•■ .OF - " 






Fi4 



UNITED STATES PATE^ Avaj|ab|e Copy 
/#v date Invoice # Invoice amt 



05/17/1 1 5-16-1 1 So f charge 



700.00 



Date 05/17/11 
Deductions 



Ch# 91291 

Discount 
0.00 



Net invoice amt 

700.00 





flllf 



^^^^^^m^^^^^M^^^ATOn^ ECUfMTYiPURPOS ES^THE>ACE;OF .WIStOOCUM ENT-CONTAINS A<COi:ORED ! BACKGROU«D7AND;MtCROpRffJ'nNG tH.THE SOftOEBl^ff 




yiustomiPrjhtingiiili btd^^ 

mo &6x&(m Jp M^Wf MM m 



Belton; TX 765ii<)8(y|r ; 




. Extraco Banks 
PO Box 61 01 
Temple, TX 76503-6101 



: 91291 

Ch# 912B^/ni9 



DATE 



0 5 1 7 2 0 1 1 

M M D D Y Y.Y Y 



700:00 



TO THE - 
•ORDER 





Custom Printing II, Ltd. 




SECURITY FEATURES INCLUDED. DETAILS ON BACK 



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 



PATENT NO. : 6,059,140 Page 1 of 1 

DATED : May 9, 2000 

INVENTOR(S) : Michael E. Hicks * 



It is certified that error appears in the above -identified patent and that said Letters Patent is 
hereby corrected as shown below: 



Title page. 

Item [75], delete the name and address "Michael E. Hicks, Mesquite, Texas" and 
insert therefor the name and address -- Thomas L. Vorderkunz, Waco, Texas --. 




Attesting Officer 



JAMES E. ROGAN 
Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office 



Best Available Copy, 




•JULY 13, 2006 



mm 



S. CARDER 
AUSTIN, TX 73746 



'.tfffi ^ , 

PLEASE REVIEW MiL SHPOfcl^TSON COOT^l^Sp OK tglS THE 
INFORMATION GO^TAUTgD Qil T^IS RKCORD^TION NOTICE I^FliSCTS THE BA1 




gESftXSS^ 



3350> 

M 2£Si3. 




CUSTOM PRINTING II, LTD. 

P.O. BOX 804 

BELTON, TX 76513-0804 



Commissioner for Patents 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1 450 
www.uspto.gov 



April 13, 2011 



NOTICE OF NON-ACCEPTANCE OF PATENT MAINTENANCE FEE 



REGARDING PATENT NUMBER: 6059140 PAYMENT STATUS: 

Payment Amount Received: $ 2.055.0 0 „ . -„ . c . . , , • „ L, crr 

„ , v , , , * ' Payment will be refunded electronically by EFT . 

Payment Year 11.5 (e.g., 3.5, 7.5, 1 1 .5) 

PAYMENT RECEIPT DATE 04/08/2011 

(Mailroom Date Stamp) 

Your payment was not accepted for the following reason(s): 

O 1 . The maintenance fee for the above-identified patent was previously paid on 

□ Information regarding the previous payment is stated in item 8 below. 

S 2. The patent expired on 05/09/2008 . See "Patent Expiration" section below. 

□ 3. The fee was paid too early. See 37 CFR 1.366(b). Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.362(d), the payment window will open 
for the above-identified patent on 

[H 4. Your payment was not sufficient to cover the maintenance fee and any required surcharge for the aboveidentified 
patent. An additional amount of £ is/was required. 

Q 5. The above-identified patent was reissued. In accordance with 37 CFR 1.366(d), the reissue patent number and reissue 
application number must be provided. 

O 6. The payment did not include corresponding patent and application numbers, and was not specially accepted. 

D 7. The above-identified patent is not subject to maintenance fees. No maintenance fees are due on utility patents filed 
before 12/1 1/80. No maintenance fees are.due on design patents or on plant patents. See 37 CFR 1.362(a) and (b). 
(The "Resubmitting Maintenance Fee Payment" and "Patent Expiration" sections below do not apply.) 

.□^Other: _. 

Resubmitting Maintenance Fee Payment 

The six (6) month "grace period" for paying the maintenance fee for the aboveidentified patent begins on and 

ends on . In addition to the maintenance fee of $ , a resubmitted payment filed in the USPTO during 

the 6 month "grace period" is required to include a surcharge of $ . (See "Note" at the bottom of this Notice.) 

To avoid patent expiration, the maintenance fee plus any required surcharge must be resubmitted in a manner that rectifies 
all of the indicated reason(s) for payment non-acceptance and must be filed on or before the date the 6 month "grace 
period" ends. Send by facsimile to the Office of Finance, Maintenance Fee Branch at (57 1) 273-6500, or by mail to the 
following address: Mail Stop M Correspondence, Director of the USPTO, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450, 
to the attention of the individual who has signed below. 

Patent Expiration 

The date the six (6) month "grace period" ends becomes the expiration date of the above-identified patent if the required 
amount for paying the maintenance fee is not filed in the USPTO by that date. See 37 CFR l 1 :362(g). Expired patents may 
be reinstated if a petition as set forth in 37 CFR 1.378 is granted. If the above-identified patent has expired and reason 
number 5 or 6 above is the only reason indicated for payment non-acceptance, it is possible that the payment may be 
accepted if resubmitted with a petition as set forth in 37 CFR 1.377, rather than 37 CFR 1.378. : 

If you have any questions regarding this Notice, contact the Office of Finance, Maintenance Fee Branch at (571) 272-6500. 
Please ask for the individual who has signed below. 

KieuTran (57H 272-6322 ^ ~J^f j> ^j — ^ 

Printed Name of USPTO Representative Signature of USPTO Representative 

NOTE: All USPTO fees (including patent maintenance fees) are subject to change. If you are making a payment, visit the www.uspto.gov 
website or contact the Office of Finance to verify the amount due on the date payment is to be made. A maintenance fee payment can be 
timely made using the certificate of mailing or transmission procedure set forth in 37 CFR 1.8. 




Custom Printing II, Ltd. 
2402 East Sixth Avenue 
P.O. Box 804 
Belton,TX 76513 
254/939-9373 
254/939-1322 FAX 
800/234-5740 WATS 
800/330-4CPI WATS 
www. cusf omcrest . com 



May 17, 2011 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Attention: Office of Petitions 

PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Re: 377 Petition - Patent Number 6,059,140 

Please accept this letter as a petition to revive a patent that you recently informed us has expired. In a phone 
conversation with April, I was advised to send a letter of explanation & proof that we sent in our last two 
maintenance payments. We just recently were informed that this patent expired when we made the 1 1 year 
patent maintenance fee payment in March of 201 1. Apparently, our previous payment made in 2007 was not 
received by USPTO. As requested, please see below for details surrounding the payments on this patent. 

• A check in the amount of $2,055 was mailed on 3/29/2011 for the 11 year maintenance fee. It was 
check#90953. The check was mailed to USPTO in Pittsburg, PA. It was returned to us for address 
change. We forwarded the check to the new address in VA. This payment was received by the USPTO 
office in a timely manner. 

• We received a notice on April 20, 2011 that the payment was not accepted because the patent had 
expired on 5/9/2008. I immediately called the patent office and discussed the problem with Kieu Tran. 
In our discussion, she stated that USPTO did not show receiving the payment that we mailed in 2007. 
At that time, I faxed over all relevant data to Kieu Tran. Upon speaking with her on May 13, 201 1, she 
informed me that I would have to contact the office of petitions. 

• The 7 year maintenance fee payment was paid by check in the amount of $ 1 , 1 80. The check was mailed 
out on 10/10/2007. It was check #81940. The check was mailed to USPTO, Po Box 37161 1, Pittsburg, 
PA 15250. A copy of the stub that I kept in my file is attached. 

• We never received a notice that the patent had expired and obviously in fact believed that this patent was 
still in force. Upon speaking with Kieu Tran, I checked into why we would not have received an 
expiration notice, and found that the original patent attorneys Kennedy Covington Lobdell & Hickman 
out of North Carolina were still listed as the contact for this patent. They were the attorneys for our 
competitor. We were awarded rights to this patent in the settlement of a lawsuit. If a notice was sent to 
them, they never bothered to re-forward it to us. I verified with all staff involved here on our end, and 
can assure you that we did not receive any notice of the expiration of this patent. If we had, we would 
have taken prompt action! 

I can assure you that we would never have knowingly let this patent expire. We made payments in 2004, 2007, 
and this last one in 201 1. We did not know that the payment was not received in 2007. Additionally, we did 
not receive an expiration notice. Had we received a notice of expiration, we would have acted upon it promptly. 
Upon receiving our 1 1 year payment back and finding out that the patent had expired, we immediately got to 
work to find out what happened as well as how to revive the patent promptly. 




This item that we have patented is an extremely important product for our business. We are in a highly 
competitive industry and this product is one of the leaders within our industry. It is imperative that this patent 
remain in force. We are willing to pay any fees associated with reviving the patent. From what I understand, 
you will need us to resubmit XhtlViyr payment that you did not receive at the current rate of $1,240, the 1 1 / 2 yr 
payment of $2,055 as well as a $700 surcharge since it has expired. If there are any other fees, just let us know 
and we will submit all payments promptly! 

It is quite clear based on the information supplied above that the patent should be revived due to unavoidable 
circumstances. The unavoidable circumstances are two fold. First, we made the patent maintenance fee 
payments in plenty of time in both 2007 and again in 201 1. Second, we never received an expiration notice so 
that we could quickly see why the patent had been slated for expiration. Had we received a notice, we would 
have researched the 2007 payment much earlier to see that it had not been applied and would have had the 
opportunity to resubmit another payment immediately if necessary. Included are the separate checks for the 
2007 (IViyr) payment of $1,240, the 201 1 (1 1 !/ 2 yr) payment of $2,055 that had been refunded to us by USPTO, 
and a check for the $700 surcharge fee. Additionally, I will need to know what I need to do to change the 
correspondence address to ensure that we receive all communication in the future. Please feel free to contact 
me at (254)899-7169. Your consideration into this matter is greatly appreciated. 

Best Regards, 

Renae Ward, Corporate Vice President 
Custom Printing II Ltd 
PO Box 804 
Belton, Texas 76513 



CUSTOM PRINTING II, LTD. 

P.O. BOX 804 

BELTON, TX 76513-0804 



Office 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



April 13, 2011 




NOTICE OF NON-ACCEPTANCE OF PATENT MAINTENANCE FEE 

REGARDING PATENT NUMBER: 6059140 PAYMENT STATUS : 

Payment Amount Received: $ 2.055.00 D , .„ . , , . . , . n _ 

Payment Year 11,5 (e.g., 3.5, 7.5, 1 1.5) Payment will be refunded electronically by EFT . ^ 

PAYMENT RECEIPT DATE 04/08/2011 u p ^\ pfcf 

(Mailroom Date Stamp) q\\T 

Your payment was not accepted for the following reason(s): rf^^ 

□ 1 . The maintenance fee for the above-identified patent was previously paid on . 

□ Information regarding the previous payment is stated in item 8 below. 



2. The patent expired on 05/09/2008 . See "Patent Expiration" section below. 

□ 3. The fee was paid too early. See 37 CFR 1.366(b). Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.362(d), the payment window will open 

for the above-identified patent on . 

□ 4. Your payment was not sufficient to cover the maintenance fee and any required surcharge for the aboveidentified 

patent. An additional amount of $ is/was required. 

□ 5. The above-identified patent was reissued. In accordance with 37 CFR 1.366(d), the reissue patent number and reissue 

application number must be provided. 

□ 6. The payment did not include corresponding patent and application numbers, and was not specially accepted. 

□ 7. The above-identified patent is not subject to maintenance fees. No maintenance fees are due on utility patents filed 

,%L or ?J 2/i y 8 9- No maintenance fees are.due on design patents or on plant patents. See 37 CFR 1.362(a) and (b) 
(The Resubmitting Maintenance Fee Payment" and "Patent Expiration" sections below do not apply.) 

□ 8. Other: _. 

Resubmitting Maintenance Fee Payment 

The six (6) month "grace period" for paying the maintenance fee for the aboveidentified patent begins on and 

ends on . In addition to the maintenance fee of $ , a resubmitted payment filed in the USPTO during 

the 6 month "grace period" is required to include a surcharge of $ . (See "Note" at the bottom of this Notice.) 

To avoid patent expiration, the maintenance fee plus any required surcharge must be resubmitted in a maimer that rectifies 
all of the indicated reason(s) for payment non-acceptance and must be filed on or before the date the 6 month "grace 
period'* ends. Send by facsimile to the Office of Finance, Maintenance Fee Branch at (571) 273^6500, or by mail to the 
following address: Mail Stop M Correspondence, Director of the USPTO, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, 
to the attention of the individual who has signed below. 

Patent Expiration 

The date the six (6) month "grace period" ends becomes the expiration date of the above-identified patent if the required 
amount for paying the maintenance fee is not filed in the USPTO by that date. See 37 CFR k362(g). Expired patents may 
be reinstated if a petition as set forth in 37 CFR 1.378 is granted. If the above-identified patent has expired and reason 
number 5 or 6 above is the only reason indicated for payment non-acceptance, it is possible that the payment may be 
accepted if resubmitted with a petition as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .377, rather than 37 CFR 1.378.: 

If you have any questions regarding this Notice, contact the Office of Finance, Maintenance Fee Branch at (571) 272-6500. 
Please ask for the individual who has signed below. 

KieuTran (571)272-6322 ^ ^C/^^ j J/\ J 

Printed Name of USPTO Representative Signature of USPTO Representative 

NOTE: All USPTO fees (including patent maintenance fees) are subject to change. If you are making a payment, visit the www.usoto gov 
website or contact the Office of Finance to verify the amount due on the date payment is to be made. A maintenance fee payment can be 
timely made using the certificate of mailing or transmission procedure set forth in 37 CFR 18 



VENDOR: 10039 

REMIT TO: UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFK 



CHECK: 
COMMENT: 



DATE: 



10/10/2007 



6059140 



10/10/2007 



0000027856 



PATENT #6,059,140 - MAINT. FEE 



1,180.00 



1,180.00 



0.00 



o.oo 



1,180.00 



1,180.00 



VENDOR: 10039 

REMIT TO: UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFK 



CHECK 0000081940 
COMMENT: 



INVOICED 



6059140 



- DATE^v;N^WOUCHER - COMMENT 



10/10/2007 



fiTENT #6,059,140 - MAINT. FEE 



TOTALS: > 



1,180.00 



1,180.00 



DATE: 



10/10/2007 



0.00 



0.00 



1,180.00 



1,180.00 ! 



605914 UNITED STATES PATENT Date 05/17/11 Ch# 91289 

Invdate Invoice* Invoice amt Deductions Discount Net invoice amt 

05/17/11 2007-MAINT 7.5" yr 1,240.00 000 1.240.00 

.. Potent # <*os<MO 




m ^ (254)-939-9373 



Extraco Banks 
. PO Box 6101 
Temple, TX 76503-6101 



DATE 



91289 

Ch# 9128»/ni9 



0 5 1 7 2 0 1 1 

MMDDYYYY 




TO THE 

ORDER •• ■ ■. :^ • v 

OF UNITED STATES, PATENT; 




$ *****1 ,240.00 




8 



SECURITY FEATURES INCLUDED. DETAILS ON BACK 
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60591*4 UNITED STATES PATENT Date 05/17/11 

Inv date Invoice # Invoice amt Deductions 

05/17/11 2011-MAINT II-5 yf 2,055.00 



Ch# 91290 

Discount 
0.00 



Net invoice amt 
2,055.00 





•V. "t-^ ^ FO R SECURlTY^FURPOSESfTHE FACE OF THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS : A COLOR ED : B ACKGROUN P AND'MIC ROpRlNTING- IMiTHE^ORDER-f > J^^^^^ 




Custom-Printing II, litd^L^ 



PO Box tJU4t m 
p^Belton, TX76513^804p 
(254)-939-9373 ■" : ~ > " 



TO THE . ; . 



■ If 



Extraco Banks 
PO Box 6101 
Temple, TX 76503-6101 



91290 

Ch# 91^ni9 



DATE 




0 5 1 7 2 0 1 1 

MMDDYYYY 



$ *****2,055.00 



ORDER 

. OF 




:UN!TED^^ 
» %f LO U I S ; : M©|63-1 9,7j?v m m 





S059i4 UNITED STATES PATENT 
" Inv date Invoice # Invoice amt 

05/17/11 5-16-11 5ufchQfq6 700.00 



Date 05/17/11 
Deductions 



Ch# 91291 

Discount 

0.00 



Net invoice amt 

700.00 





4 




I 



Custom Printing Inc 
2402 East Sixth Avenue 
PO Box 804 
Belton.TX 76513 
254/939-9373 
254/939-1322 FAX 
800/234-5740 WATS 
800/330-4CPI WATS 
www.customcrest.com 



July 11,2011 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Attention: Douglas I. Wood 
PO Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313 

Re: 377 Petition - Patent Number 6,059,140 

This letter is in reference to the petition and patent number as shown above. Please find our original statement submitted 
May 17, 201 1 that outlines the details surrounding the payments on this patent. The 2 nd maintenance fee payment that was 
sent to the USPTO on October 10, 2007 was for $1,180 check #81940. A copy of the check that I kept in the file is attached. 
I believe that the payment may not have been received by the USPTO as the payment was sent to PA, just like the first and 
third payment. However, unlike with the 3* maintenance fee that was paid on 3/29/1 1, I did not receive any notification of an 
address change nor did I receive the check back. Therefore, I had no reason to believe there was a problem with the 2 
maintenance fee payment. In fact, I was not made aware that the patent had been allowed to expire until after we mailed the 
third maintenance fee payment. All 3 payments were submitted to the PA address. The first check that was sent to the PA 
address was processed, the second check sent to the PA address does not appear to have been processed nor was it 
returned to us with an address correction, the third check which was also sent to the PA address was returned with an 
address correction and then immediately remailed to VA. Upon receipt of the third payment by the USPTO in VA, we were 
notified that the patent had expired. As explained previously, in researching this matter further, I found that we did not receive 
a notice of expiration because the address on file for the patent correspondence (unbeknownst to us) was for the original 
attorneys Kennedy Covington Lobdell and Hickman out of North Carolina, which were the attorneys for our competitors at the 
time we were awarded the rights to this patent in the settlement of a lawsuit. We were not notified of the expiration of this 
patent by these attorneys either. 

Your help in this matter is most appreciated. As mentioned in our previous letter of May 17, 2011, this item that we have 
patented is an extremely important product for our business. It is quite clear based on the information supplied that the patent 
should be revived due to unavoidable circumstances, which are two fold. First, the patent maintenance fees were paid in a 
timely manner to the PA address on file in both 2007 and 201 1 as evidenced by checks attached. Second, we never 
received an expiration notice so that we could quickly see why the patent had been slated for expiration. If we had received a 
notice, we would have immediately researched the situation and taken immediate action to resolve the matter. However, it 
did not come to our attention that the patent had expired until we submitted the third payment as scheduled. Upon receiving 
notice that there was a problem with this patent, we immediately began to research and respond in a timely fashion. 

With my May 17, 2011 letter, I resubmitted per your instructions three separate checks, one for $1,240 which represents the 
2007 payment (current 7 1 / 2 year fee) and a check for $2,055 which represents the 201 1 payment (1 1 1 / 2 year fee) and a check 
for $700 which represents the surcharge fee. With this letter, please find the petition fee of $200 which is attached as 
requested in your letter dated 6/23/11 I have also attached the statement under 37 CFR 3.73 ( b ) as I, the assignee, has 
signed this petition. I have also attached the form to change the address for all future correspondence concerning this patent 

We appreciate your consideration in this matter. If there is any additional information or monies that are due, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. My email is renaew@customcrest.com . My phone number is (254)899-7169. I will address any 
concerns that you may have immediately so that we may get this matter resolved as quickly as possible. 




Best Regards, 



Renae Ward, Corporate Vice President 
Custom Printing Inc 



Custom Printing II, Ltd. 



] faJM-¥ V,051 t m -377- 





Custom Printing II, Ltd, 



FOR SECURITY PURPOSES, THE FACE OF THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS A COLORED BACKGROUND AND M1CROPRINTING IN THE BORDER 



U M ># y ||F ^lfe Custohni|Pfintingi|l, Ltdi >; 



(254)-939^9373. 




TOTHE^ 
ORDER 
OF 




0 



Extraco Banks 
PO Box 6101 



Temple, TX 76503-6101 





91639 

63-58/1119 



SECURITY FEATURES INCLUDED. DETAILS ON BACK 
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PTO/SB/96 (07-09) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2012. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under thXf&jjerwork Reduqg^Act of 1 995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 



STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 3.73(b) 



Applicant/Patent Owner. C I JfttC>fY\ ¥< \ r&\ f)Q , \V\C 



Application No/Patent NoT Q^ jZLA^ \ Tl /fj, Offt^l O Filed/Issue Date: 3 °i J f> -°i - HQ 



Ti«ed: lr\su\aVd \auceV -fix cl bevffaae container an£( b\an\c 
arid wetftcd -fV nitoirr c ah ng'samf. 



(Name-ofiftssignee) ^ (Type^rassignee^rrconporationTpartnershipT^ 

states that it is: 



1. 



^ RECEIVED 

[VI the assignee of the entire right, title, and interest in; 

ACT 1 7 7011 

2. Q an assignee of less than the entire right, title, and interest in 

(The extent (by percentage) of its ownership interest is %); or _ ^^.^^^ 

0FRCE0FP€TITO§ 

3. Q the assignee of an undivided interest in the entirety of (a complete assignment from one of the joint inventors was made) 
the patent application/patent identified above, by virtue of either: 

A. ,"^J An assignment from the inventor(s) of the patent application/patent identified above. The assignment was recorded in 

^ the United States Patent and Trademark Office at Reel , Frame , or for which a 

copy therefore is attached. 

OR 

B. Q A chain of title from the inventor(s), of the patent application/patent identified above, to the current assignee as follows: 

LFrom: To: 



The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 

Reel , Frame , pr for which a copy thereof is attached. 

2. From: To: 



The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 

Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

3. From: To: 



The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 

Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

| | Additional documents in the chain of title are listed on a supplemental sheet(s). 

| [ As required by 37 CFR 3.73(b)(1 )(i), the documentary evidence of the chain of title from the original owner to the assignee was, 
or concurrently is being, submitted for recordation pursuant to 37 CFR 3.1 1. 

[NOTE: A separate copy (i.e., a true copy of the original assignment document(s)) must be submitted to Assignment Division in 
accordance with 37 CFR Part 3, to record the assignment in the records of the USPTO. See MPEP 302.08] 

igned (whose title is supplied below) is authorized to act on behalf of the assignee. 

at {OaAtl: 




ignature Date 



PiYieAA)Qifri C OfpvP 



Vinted or Typed Name Title 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 3.73(b). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S. C 122 and 37 CFR 1.1 1 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time 
you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. 
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner 
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



if you need assistance in completing the form, call UBOO-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 




PTO/SB/123 (11-08) 
Approved for use through 11/30/2011. OMB 0851-0035 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 





Under the Paoerwork Reduction Act of 1995. no oersons are r 

CHANGE OF 
CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS 
Patent 

Address to: 
Mail Stop Post Issue 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 


sautred to resDOnd to a colledio 

Patent Number 


n of information unless it diSDlavs a valid OMB control number. 




Issue Date 




Application Number 




Filing Date 




First Named Inventor 


Thomas L sloidprkon-L. 




^ Alexandria/ VA 22313-1450 


Attorney Docket 
Number 


mSR.OOl J 





Please change the Correspondence Address for the above-identified patent to: 
□ The address associated with Customer Number 



RECEIVED 



OR 



OCT 1 7 20 

0FRCE OF PETIT! 



Firm or * <"> * • 

Individual Name ( .Ufrtpfl^ Vf \PtVi qC^ \P\P . 



Address 90 frO* ft OU 



cit y &r Uon 



State 



-XX. 



Country USfl 



Telephone f XSMN Ol^- Oj ?>1 ?i I EmaillfrA^V, ft f^nfYxf f P^.eOfrl 



This form cannot be used to change the data associated with a Custome^^m^^^ arP^ 
existing Customer Number use "Request for Customer Number Data Change" (PTO/SB/124). 

This form will npt affect any "fee address" provided for the above-identified patent To change a "fee address" use the "Fee 
Address Indication Form" (PTO/SB/47). 



I am the: 

□ 



Patentee. 



Assignee of record of the entire interest. See 37 CFR 371 . 
Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) is enclosed. (Form PTO/SB/96). 



□ 



Attorney or agent of record. Registration Number _ 



Signature 



Typed or 
Printed Name 



Rervte ypgrd 



Date 



l-~Ml 

tures of all the inv 



Telephone 

eir representative (s) are required. Submit multiple fc 



NOTE: Signatures of all the inventors or assignees of record of the entire interest or their representative (s) are required. Submit multiple forms 
if more than one signature is required, see below*. ' 



I | *Totalof_ 



forms are submitted. 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Mail Stop Post Issue, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option'2. 



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 



PATENT NO. : 6,059,140 Page I of 1 

DATED : May 9, 2000 

INVENTOR(S) : Michael E. Hicks ~ 



It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is 
hereby corrected as shown below: 



Title page. 

Item [75], delete the name and address "Michael E. Hicks, Mesquite, Texas" and 
insert therefor the name and address Thomas L. Vorderkunz, Waco, Texas --. 




Attesting Officer 



JAMES E. ROC AN 
Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office 



Best Available Copy 




UNITED SjlATES P ATTfiMT AND TRA UKMAKK Q CIV: 



DiFXCrpi* *>?T Ht UNITED StAITES fcwBhT AJV ?t> :ilfctfiEMARK:Q?fa#. 



JULY 13, 2006 



? MllA ?6'ftTl#A> SUITS 100 
AUSTIN, TX 73746 



:H£FEREi*CEP BELOW. 

PLEASE REVIEW ALL B?F0E^TI(>N CONTAIKSD ON -fiilS ^TI0£L THE 
INFORMATION CONTAD^D OK THIS: RKCORDATION HOT ICE RSFIiECTS ' 'VHfi BAT 
PRESENT. IK THE PASSfT T^/i^^C; pgNT SYSSKS, IF V<^ # 




iiSi'lF ;&A&S£: • 




RECORDATION £>ATE : 06/2/8^2006 



SERIAL MlMBER;:.- <P&g|$27 

PAT'ENJ' SEME^:-. j&5^4&' w r .>,... .. ..... ■ . . . , 

TITLED M&fflJE^ fGR A BEVpg&rS mt®b& 



#350>. 



mm for- 



VENDOR: 10039 CHECK* 
REItflT Ta UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFK COMMENT: 



DATE: 10/10/2007 



6059140 



10/10/2007 



PATENT #6,059,140 - MAINT. FEE 



U 80.00 



TOTALS:.;; ...v. 



1,180.00 



0.00 



0.00 



1,180.00 ! 



1,180.00 ! 



VENDOR 10039 CHECK: 0000081940 DATE: 10/10/2007 

REMIT TO: UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFK COMMENT: 







VOUCHER - 1 


COMMENT -.-v.-*. --?.r-.*.r*:s - 


; b# A^AMOtJOT^^^H^DISC^ij^ 




6059140 


10/10/2007 


0000027856 


PATENT #6,059,140 - MAINT. FEE 


1,180.00 


0.00 


1,180.00 j 

j 

i 






1,180.00 


0.00 


1,180.00 




'605914 UNITED STATES PATENT Date 03/29/11 

Inv date Invoice # Invoice amt Deductions 

03/28/11 P# 6059140 2,055.00 



Ch# 90953 

Discount 
0.00 



Net invoice amt 

2,055.00 



Tota,J Custom Printing II, Ltd. 



2,055.00 



0.00 



0.00 



2,055.00 



605914 UNITED. STATES -PATENT. 
Inv date - invoice s • \; 



Invoice amt 



Date 03/29/1 1 
Deductions 



Gh# 90953 

Discount 

0:00 



Net invoice amt 
2,055.00 




^'SS^^^^^^^^^^S^tS^i FOflSECUR ITY. PURPOSES^TH ACE pFjTHlSl OOCtJ ME NT;COHTAtfjS:A'CpLORED, BAC KG ROUND: A KD f JtCROPfflMTtflG tW TTH E^BOBDER ^ 




(254)^939-9373 



TO THE .• ' 

order ; : 

0F UNITED STATES PATENT 




■Exiraco Banks 
pbBox.6101 
Tempie; TO 76503-61 01. 



DATE 



0 3 2 

M M D 




90953 

63rio7U19 

Gh # 90953 . 



9 2 0 1 1 

D Y Y Y Y 



"2.055.00 




• PITTSBURG/PA 15250-1611^ 



SECURITY FEATURES INCLUDED. DETAILS ON BACK @ 



